Life in the Lion’s Den

“The Lion’s Den” 

(Daniel Chapter 6)
Lesson #7
Scripture:  2 Corinthians 5:7  “for we walk by faith, not by sight”
Introduction:

Do you believe in God?  …..Do you trust Him? ….Two very different questions.  

There was a tightrope walker, who did incredible aerial feats. All over Paris, he would do tightrope acts at tremendously scary heights. Then he had succeeding acts; he would do it blindfolded, then he would go across the tightrope, blindfolded, pushing a wheelbarrow. An American promoter read about this in the papers and wrote a letter to the tightrope walker, saying, "Tightrope, I don't believe you can do it, but I'm willing to make you an offer. For a very substantial sum of money, besides all your transportation fees, I would like to challenge you to do your act over Niagara Falls." Now, Tightrope wrote back, "Sir, although I've never been to America and seen the Falls, I'd love to come." 


Well, after a lot of promotion and setting the whole thing up, many people came to see the event. Tightrope was to start on the Canadian side and come to the American side.  Drums roll, and he comes across the rope which is suspended over the treacherous part of the falls -- blindfolded!! And he makes it across easily. The crowds go wild, and he comes to the promoter and says, "Well, Mr. Promoter, now do you believe I can do it?" "Well of course I do. I mean, I just saw you do it." "No," said Tightrope, "do you really believe I can do it?" "Well of course I do, you just did it." "No, no, no," said Tightrope, "do you believe I can do it?" "Yes," said Mr. Promoter, "I believe you can do it." "Good," said Tightrope, "then you get in the wheel barrow." 


The word believe, in the Greek is connected to the idea of trust.  This week I found myself wondering how often we say that we believe Christ can do it, but refuse to get in the wheelbarrow?
Transitional Statement:

The condition of heart that lead up to Israel’s captivity certainly included the lack of trust in God.  Israel like many today are lured into trusting themselves or other men.  


Israel before release from captivity must embrace humble, faithful trust in God and God alone, knowing that faith in Him will be their victory 1 John 5:4

I.  Darius assigns a ruling class
Daniel 6:1-3
1 It seemed good to Darius to appoint 120 satraps over the kingdom, that they would be in charge of the whole kingdom, 2 and over them three commissioners (of whom Daniel was one), that these satraps might be accountable to them, and that the king might not suffer loss. 3 Then this Daniel began distinguishing himself among the commissioners and satraps because he possessed an extraordinary spirit, and the king planned to appoint him over the entire kingdom. 

A. At this time, Babylon had been completely conquered with its entire kingdom.



1.  Babylon is now ruled by King Darius (the Mede) under Cyrus the Great of 


     Persia.

B.  So here King Darius appoints satraps over 120 areas of his kingdom



1.  A satrap was a prince who basically was provincial ruler and is basically the 


     same word used to describe the head of Iran… “Shaw”



2.  These Satraps were given authority to be in charge of the entire kingdom.


C.  But King Darius also appoints 3 commissioners over these satraps, so the king 

      might not suffer loss.


1.  The word commissioner here mean Emir / President




a.  So there were 3 presidents over the 120 satraps



2.  This was a Check and balance system, much like we have today, to keep these 


     guys accountable.




a.  And to ward off corruption.



3.  One of these commissioners was Daniel




a.  Darius must have done his home work to find Daniel.




1)  And like cream in a milk jar….Daniel rose to the top.




b.   The Hebrew language here helps us to understand that because of an 



       excellent spirit Daniel became preferred over all the others.




1)  This preference basically means that Darius began thinking of 




     Daniel as his #1 man.





2)  And with this in mind Darius planned to appoint Daniel over 




      the whole of his kingdom. 


D.  So Darius’ kingdom was pretty well structured to grow and prosper.

II.  Daniel’s fellow rulers conspire against him: Verse 4
4 Then the commissioners and satraps began trying to find a ground of accusation against Daniel in regard to government affairs; but they could find no ground of accusation or evidence of corruption, inasmuch as he was faithful, and no negligence or corruption was to be found in him. 

A.  So the politics of jealousy, greed and position kicked in.



1.  The commissioners and Satraps ban together to try and make some accusation 


      against Daniel in regard to government affairs. 



a.  I wonder how many petty, back and forth, conversations and think 



     tanks had to happen for all of them to finally team up together against




     Daniel.


B.  But these guys couldn’t find any ground of accusation against Daniel


1.  No corruption


2.  No negligence


3.  Only Faithfulness to the King.

Then these men said: Verse 5
5 "We will not find any ground of accusation against this Daniel unless we find it against him with regard to the law of his God." 

A.  All I can say is that these guys are true politicians, just like many politicians today 

      these guys plan to pit government against religion when it suits their purposes and 


      embrace it when it suits their fancy.



1.  Maybe a note of reminder for all of us, that many times our government uses 


     God and religion toward their own end.




a.  Using God like a trump card….hidden out of sight until needed.




b.  Then discarded when used up.



2.  I can’t tell you how sick it makes me on a fairly frequent occasion to hear 


     politicians spout their love for God….while their actions stand diametrically 



     opposed to the fact.



3.  Since we are the government….we need to start weeding out these scally-


     wags.

Then these commissioners and satraps came by agreement to the king and spoke to him as follows: Verses 6-9
6  "King Darius, live forever! 7 "All the commissioners of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the high officials and the governors have consulted together that the king should establish a statute and enforce an injunction that anyone who makes a petition to any god or man besides you, O king, for thirty days, shall be cast into the lions' den. 8 "Now, O king, establish the injunction and sign the document so that it may not be changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which may not be revoked." 9 Therefore King Darius signed the document, that is, the injunction. 


A.  These guys come to the king and lay out a case seemingly agreed to by all.



1.  A case where for 30 days where no prayers can be made to any god or man 

                 except to the King.




a.  With penalty of being thrown into the lions den.



b.  And un-revocable



2.  Question:   How did they know that this would be a problem for Daniel?




a.  He was a known man of prayer.


B.  King Darius, like many of our current leaders, first care was pleasing the crowd….not 

                  necessarily doing what is right.



1.  So he gave the unchangeable order that no prayers could be given for 30 days 


     except to him.
III.  So Daniel has to make a choice in the face of ungodliness:  Verses 10-11
10 Now when Daniel knew that the document was signed, he entered his house (now in his roof chamber he had windows open toward Jerusalem); and he continued kneeling on his knees three times a day, praying and giving thanks before his God, as he had been doing previously. 11 Then these men came by agreement and found Daniel making petition and supplication before his God. 

A.  After hearing of this horrible, new, 30 day law.


1.  Daniel is faced with a life or death situation.


B.  Daniel could play along and put God on hold for 30 days.



1.  Protecting his highly appointed position


2.  He could embrace the motto…. “When in Rome, do as the Romans”


3.  He could have felt the need to “just get along”  or “not stir the pot”


C.  But, Daniel chooses to break this new law.


1.  Determined that nothing would separate him from his God.


2.  That he would be faithful until death if necessary …Rev 2:10


D.  Daniel realized the words of Peter in Acts 5:29 where Peter answers the high priest 

      about continuing to preach Jesus when instructed not to that “We must obey God 

      rather than men.”


1.  Church the day is coming and yes has already arrived where we live in a 

                 society that has laws that directly oppose God’s truths.



a.  I wonder what choice will be.





1)  Will we cower in the shadows.




b.  Will we just play along…





1)  Embracing tolerance, for our own comfort.



2.  Church God didn’t make us to be closet Christians.




a.  Exposing our faith when convenient

E.  So faithful Daniel is found praying to God in violation of the Kings decree
IV.  Then Daniel’s fellow rulers spring the trap on him:  Verses 12-13
12 Then they approached and spoke before the king about the king's injunction, "Did you not sign an injunction that any man who makes a petition to any god or man besides you, O king, for thirty days, is to be cast into the lions' den?" The king replied, "The statement is true, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which may not be revoked." 13 Then they answered and spoke before the king, " Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or to the injunction which you signed, but keeps making his petition three times a day."

A.  So they put their plan into motion, and went and told on Daniel



1.  Saying:  “he pays no attention to you”….



a.  Emphasis being that he cares not for you / places himself above you.

So the King was deeply troubled:  Verse 14-15
14 Then, as soon as the king heard this statement, he was deeply distressed and set his mind on delivering Daniel; and even until sunset he kept exerting himself to rescue him. 15 Then these men came by agreement to the king and said to the king, "Recognize, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians that no injunction or statute which the king establishes may be changed." 


A.  The King found himself  deeply “Distressed” 


1.  Daniel had made quite an impression on the King. 



2.  Apparently he had grown found of Daniel.



3.  Now deeply troubled because of his own whimsical planning and law making.

B.  So he set his mind on helping Daniel out of this trouble.



1.  But was meet at every corner by these cut throat rulers that he had appointed, 


     reminding him that he couldn’t change this law….period !
V.  So, Daniel  was cast into the lion’s den:  Verse 16-18
16 Then the king gave orders, and Daniel was brought in and cast into the lions' den. The king spoke and said to Daniel, " Your God whom you constantly serve will Himself deliver you." 17 A stone was brought and laid over the mouth of the den; and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the signet rings of his nobles, so that nothing would be changed in regard to Daniel. 18 Then the king went off to his palace and spent the night fasting, and no entertainment was brought before him; and his sleep fled from him. 


A.  So Daniel was brought to the mouth of the lions Den 


1.  Where King Darius tells Daniel " Your God whom you constantly serve will 







Himself deliver you”


2.  With the following text in mind….this was more of a good luck thing than any 


     statement of faith from Darius.


B.  He was thrown into the den and a stone was rolled over the entrance



1.  And sealed with the signet rings of the king and nobles…so that this fate could 

     not be changed.


C.  King Darius’ care for Daniel must have run deep.



1.  He went back to his palace and fasted.



2.  Refused entertainment.



3.  And sleep fled from him
VI.  The next day:  Verses 19-20
19 Then the king arose at dawn, at the break of day, and went in haste to the lions' den. 20 When he had come near the den to Daniel, he cried out with a troubled voice. The king spoke and said to Daniel, "Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you constantly serve, been able to deliver you from the lions?"

A.  First thing, early in the morning at the break of day the king went to the lion’s den.


1.  With a troubled voice the King cried out to Daniel.




a.  Earlier he had told Daniel that God would deliver him





1)  Now he is not to sure.





2)  Expecting the worst.
Daniel’s voice burst forth from the silence:  Verse 21-22
21 Then Daniel spoke to the king, " O king, live forever!  22"My God sent His angel and shut the lions' mouths and they have not harmed me, inasmuch as I was found innocent before Him; and also toward you, O king, I have committed no crime." 23

A.  My God has sent His angel to shut the lions’ mouth……I’m OK !

B.  God found me innocent before Him and ….before you !



1.  In-other-words God as supreme judge has made a decision in this matter.



2.  And found me innocent……  “I have committed no crime”
King Darius was pleased:  Verse 23
23 Then the king was very pleased and gave orders for Daniel to be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den and no injury whatever was found on him, because he had trusted in his God.

A.  He orders Daniel removed from the lions den

B.  He was found with no injury at all.



1.  “…because he had trusted in his God.”


2.  Trust is truly the deepest conviction of the heart.




a.  And Daniel’s heart belonged to God.


3.  Psalms 34:7 says:




“The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear Him,




And rescues them.”
VII.  Now finally, real justice is served:  Verse 24
24 The king then gave orders, and they brought those men who had maliciously accused Daniel, and they cast them, their children and their wives into the lions' den; and they had not reached the bottom of the den before the lions overpowered them and crushed all their bones. 

A.  So the malicious conspirators are rounded up and thrown into the lions den


1.  Including their families….who paid the price along with them.


B.  And the lions ate up before they hit the ground.


C.  It’s really disturbing to think of how many innocent families members have been torn 

      to shreds because of godless family leaders.


1.  Would it be safe to say that while fashioning this vast conspiracy, these guys 


      never gave a single thought of how the innocent would be affected?



2.  So it is sometimes even with God’s people.  
VIII.   So Darius makes a decree:  Verses 25-27
25 Then Darius the king wrote to all the peoples, nations and men of every  language who were living in all the land: " May your peace abound! 26 " I make a decree that in all the dominion of my kingdom men are to fear and tremble before the God of Daniel;
For He is the living God and enduring forever,

And His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed,

And His dominion will be  forever. 

27 "He delivers and rescues and performs signs and wonders

In heaven and on earth,

Who has also delivered Daniel from the power of the lions." 


A.  Men are to fear and tremble before the God of Daniel


B.  He is the “living” God…as opposed to idols.

C.  His kingdom is permanent

D.  God has delivered Daniel from the lions
IX.  Daniel’s success:  Verse 28
28 So this Daniel enjoyed success in the reign of Darius and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian.
Conclusion:

Israel, like many politicians had played their fiddle in more than one parlor.



-Praising God in one breath and worshipping man in another.

God’s desire for Israel and us today, is to place Him above all others.  



-And to stand on the principles of our convictions, regarding Him.


-To be faithful even unto death.



-Trusting that our God, while He may allow hardships to come upon 


             us,  will deliver us.
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