God’s Fellowship (Series)

(1 John Chapter 4:1-6)

Lesson #4 “Fellowship with God is rooted in Truth”

Scripture:   1 John 1:7  “but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we 

     
                             have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His 

                                         Son cleanses us from all sin.”
Introduction:

Shortly after Charity and I got married we had some baby calves and one of them (Norman) got pink eye so bad he couldn’t see anymore.  His eyes where white and you had to make noise when you came up on him or you would scare the hound out of him and end up hurt or him getting hurt.  I was concerned and called my friends dad to ask about how a cow could make it blind.  He said not to worry it would just listen and follow the rest of the herd.  And that is just what he did.  Spiritually speaking sometimes we can become blind too!

You know, Eve was blinded in the garden, she was deceived by Satan 1 Timothy 2:14.  She bought into the lie that she was lacking and needed what Satan could offer.  This was not true at all and she was taken hook line and sinker.  


Dr. Chris Thurman is one of the most respected Christian Physiologists.  
He wrote the book “The Lies We Believe”.   In this book he talks about all the things that we blindly buy into that are just false.  Like a child who is told they are worthless and can’t do anything right at all, will in many cases grow up believing just that.  He encourages the reader to diligently seek the truth.

And as I look around our world today I realize the importance of knowing what is actually true and what isn’t.  I think its really important to teach my children how to determine what is actually truth and what is false.


In the 6th Grade I was taught from a worldly standpoint how to make determinations about what was real and what wasn’t from a scientific standpoint.
Scientific method is a body of techniques for investigating phenomena and acquiring new knowledge, as well as for correcting and integrating previous knowledge. It is based on gathering observable, empirical and measurable evidence subject to specific principles of reasoning,[1] the collection of data through observation and experimentation, and the formulation and testing of hypotheses. *Hypotheses basically means and educated guess
Transitional Statement:

Spiritually speaking, how will we know what is true and what is not?  It’s quite apparent that there are hundreds of different religions claiming to have the keys to the kingdom.  But, what or who shall guide you into truth?  Is the secular scientific method going to help us find the spiritual path?  


Today, let’s consider how we come to spiritual truth!
Lesson:
I.   1 John 4:1  “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 
 


  whether they are from God, because many false prophets have 


  gone out into the world. 

A.  “Do not” is not a suggestion it is an imperative taking the form of a command.



-It is vital and is a warning for all of us.


B.  “Do not believe every spirit”


1.  Where will you turn for the truth?



-Our parents?

I like the story of a man who asked his wife why she always cut the ends off the ham before cooking it.  She said I don’t really know…I do it because my mother always did.  So she called her mother to ask about the ham and her mothers said well my mother always did that,  I’ll have to ask 

her.  So she called and her dear sweet little mother said honey I cut the ends off the ham because my pan was to short.
*An honest mistake but still wrong



-What the church thinks?





I saw a church leader on TV a couple of years ago talking 





about the fact people don’t need to read the bible ….we 





will tell them what to do.




-What feels good?





….This has plagued our society today





….Danger, Danger, Danger




-What everyone else is doing?




-Others who claim to have a revelation from God




-People who say, God spoke to me





-Or God put this in my heart





-1 Corinthians 13:8 “Where there are prophecies they will 







           cease.





-Hebrews 2:3 Word confirmed by the Apostles



2.  While you are searching for truth you should be aware that Satan is 


     gunning for you.  He will do anything or use anyone to take you down.

-Matthew 24:11  “Many false prophets will arise and will mislead 



     many.”

-Deuteronomy 13:1-5
“If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, 2 and the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying, ' Let us go after other gods (whom you have not known) and let us serve them,' 3 you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the Lord your God is testing you to find out if you love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 4 " You shall follow the Lord your God and fear Him; and you shall keep His commandments, listen to His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him. 5 "But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has counseled rebellion against the Lord your God who brought you from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, to seduce you from the way in which the Lord your God commanded you to walk. So you shall purge the evil from among you.”


-2 Timothy 4:2-4

2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, 4 and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths. 

-Acts 20:29  “I know that after my departure savage wolves will 


         come in among you, not sparing the flock;”

-Matthew 7:15  “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in 



   sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous 



   wolves.”
-2 Corinthians 11:12-15  “But what I am doing I will continue to do, so that I may cut off opportunity from those who desire an opportunity to be regarded just as we are in the matter about which they are boasting. 13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds.”
-Colossians 2:8  “ See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.”

-Ephesians 4:14  “As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;”



3.  Satan is behind it all, just like in the garden of Eden



-1 Peter 5:8  “Be of sober spirit,  be on the alert. Your adversary, 



  the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 



  devour.”


4.  Proverbs 14:15  “The naive believes everything, But the sensible 





man considers his steps.”

C.  But, Test the spirits”



1.  The wording here means basically to examine carefully 


2.  How do we make this examination?




A.  By God’s word.





-2 Timothy 2:15  “Be diligent (Study) to present yourself 




  approved to God as a workman  who does not need to be 




  ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.”





-Acts 17:11  “Now these were more noble-minded than 




those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great 




eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether 




these things were so.”




-The Word of God is the standard by which truth is 





  measured.




B.  Also, we examine these spirits by their fruits




-Matt 7:16  “You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are 




  not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are 




  they?”





-John 8:31-32  “So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had 





believed Him, " If you continue in My word, then you are 





truly disciples of Mine; 32  and you will know the truth, 





and the truth will make you free.”




-Psalms 1:3 





 “He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water 

  Which yields its fruit in its season

  And its leaf does not wither;

  And in whatever he does, he prospers. 



C.  Truth is not meant to rest on:





-guestimation





-blind speculation 





-Or on someones imaginative process.





*But Truth rests on the concrete word of God.





-Anything less is like a house built upon the sand…….
II.  1 John 4:2-3   “By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; 3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world. 
A.  It seems here that John is speaking directly about Gnosticism a false religious   

      idea that salvation comes through a separation of body and soul, hence 
      denying that salvation comes through the incarnate Christ.  John makes it 
      plain that to know the Spirit of God is to confess that Jesus was the Messiah 
      testified from the Old Testament.  And to deny it is False.
B.  So all truth comes through Christ, for there is no other way to the father except    

      through the son 


-John 14:6  “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the 



        Father but through Me.”
III.  1 John 4: 4 You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world. 

A.  Christians are from God


B.  You as Christians don’t have to be afraid or intimidated by these guys you 


      have already gained the victory over them.



-You are more than conquerors Romans 8:37



-Why?




-Because God dwelling in us 




*And he is greater than Satan

IV.  1 John 4:5 They are from the world; therefore they speak as from the world, and the world listens to them. 

A. On the other hand  these deceivers are from the world.


-They speak using worldly wisdom and from worldly argumentation



*And its heartbreaking to know the world listens and takes heed to their 



  misguided words.




*And many are lead astray and loose their souls.


B.  In preaching I have to make sure and not speak from a worldly standpoint 


     trying to mold God into my pattern of thinking.  
V.  1 John 4:6  We are from God; he who knows God listens to us; he who is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 


A.  The “we” here is the Apostles 



-John here returns to his original concept that the Apostles are the guides 


  that God has endorsed.



-They are the ones that the Holy Spirit has lead into all knowledge




-Their pattern is to be followed.


B.  The spirit of truth is found through these God appointed Messengers.

C.  To follow anyone else conjured up truth is be in ERROR!

Conclusion:

Today I want to ask you, where have you been looking for truth?

Have you ever been like my old blind cow, just following the herd,  listening to any old thing that comes along.
Has the Lord been your guide?

I want to encourage you today to crawl down into the trenches and be lead by the word of God.
John 4:24  “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”
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