Sermon on the Mount

Lesson #7

“The Kingdom operates above earthly thinking” Part I
Matthew 5:21-26
Scripture:  Matthew 28:18  “And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, " All authority has 



            been given to Me in heaven and on earth.”
Introduction:

For centuries people believed that Aristotle was right when he said that the heavier an object, the faster it would fall to earth. Aristotle was regarded as the greatest thinker of all time, and surely he would not be wrong. Anyone, of course, could have taken two objects, one heavy and one light, and dropped them from a great height to see whether or not the heavier object landed first. But no one did until nearly 2,000 years after Aristotle's death. In 1589 Galileo summoned learned professors to the base of the Leaning Tower of Pisa. Then he went to the top and pushed off a ten- pound and a one-pound weight. Both landed at the same instant. The power of belief was so strong, however, that the professors denied their eyesight. They continued to say Aristotle was right.  








Bits & Pieces, January 9, 1992, pp. 22-23.

Transitional Statement:

Church, when we look to man for authority we will fail.  When our trust is human centered instead of God centered …we ill fail.  Let’s always remember that all authority belongs to Christ and that all we do in word or deed is to be done according to that authority Col. 3:17
I.  The Scribes and the Pharisees had fashioned an authority of their own
Matthew 5:21

21" You have heard that the ancients were told, 'YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT MURDER and 'Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.”

A.  Here Jesus begins by saying “You have heard that the ancients were told…”


1.  And He brings up two valid points of the Law of Moses




a.  “You shall not commit murder”  Ex 20:13




b.  “Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court” Num 35:30-31

B.  Now the more usual way of introducing truths from the Old Covenant would be by 
   
     saying “it is written.”


1.  But here Jesus says “you have heard”



a.  Here Jesus points to the oral traditions of the Scribes and the Pharisees 



     passed along by human words and understanding.




b.  Making the connection to verse 20 where Jesus tells His disciples that 



     to enter the kingdom of heaven their righteousness must surpass that of 




     the Scribes and the Pharisees 


C.  As we study through this text we get the idea that the Scribes and Pharisees were 
 
     placing the authority on the human court of judgment and leaving God out of the 


     picture.


1.  The Scribes and the Pharisees as they tried to promote the word of God were 


     trying to make the buck stop with them, so to speak.

D.  Also in view is the idea that in many ways the Scribes and Pharisees were promoting 

      a righteousness based on boundaries and punishment


1.  But real relationship with God doesn’t make boundaries and punishment a 


     central focus, but rather desire for pleasing God.

E.  The real spiritual depth missing here is the contemplation of what kind of break down 

      lead to the sin of murder and how can it be changed unto the glory of God.
II.  But, all authority belongs to God
Matthew 5:22

22"But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; and whoever says to his brother, ' You good-for-nothing,' shall be guilty before the supreme court; and whoever says, 'You fool,' shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell. 

A.  The word “But”, here can mean a contradiction or a continuance of thought.



1.  Jesus is not nullifying the truth of the this Law of Moses



2.  The context demands that it is a continuance or a deeper understanding of 


     thought.

B.   Here Jesus points His disciples away from a boundary and punishment discussion 

      and asks them to consider what would lead to murder. 


1.  The first thing He mentions is anger with a brother



a. Anger here means to become provoked or exasperated with




b.  There is a sense in which we can be angry without being sinful.




Ephesians 4:26





26 BE ANGRY, AND yet DO NOT SIN; do not let the sun go 




down on your anger,




c.  Anger becomes sin when it is unleashed and poured out of our hearts.





Galatians 5:19-21
19 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 



d.  Outburst of  anger grieves our God.





Ephesians 4:30-32





30  Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were 




sealed for the day of redemption. 31  Let all bitterness and wrath 




and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along 




with all malice.





1)  It’s not a small thing to move God to grief.





2)  But instead:
 





32  Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, 







forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has 






forgiven you.



e.  God wants us to be slow to anger





James 1:19-20





19 This  you know, my beloved brethren. But everyone must be 




quick to hear, slow to speak and  slow to anger; 20 for the anger of 



man does not achieve the righteousness of God.



f.  Even quick to see past faults.




Proverbs 19:11





11 A man's discretion makes him slow to anger,





And it is his glory to overlook a transgression. 



g.  Anger is certainly behind the sin of murder



2.  Then there is saying to your brother “You good for nothing”   (Raca)



a.  “Raca” means empty one or worthless one



b.  What an awful thing to think that a child of God would ever look upon 



     another human being and think they have nothing to offer and 




     ultimately that they are worthless.




c.  Any time we would think of someone in this light, pride and arrogance 



     has overcome us and Satan has a sure foothold.



d.  God has given everyone worth and it is Him and Him alone that assigns 


     value to our lives.





1)  Genesis 1:26  “Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our 






     image, according to Our likeness…”





*  How can anyone made in God’s image be worthless?




2)  In Mark, Jesus tells us to stay away from worry, and the key to 




     part of that understanding is to know the great value that God 





     sees in us.




e.  To try and judge anyone else’s worth is simply trying to take the place 



     of God Himself.



f.  The de-valuing of others is also behind the sin of murder


3.  And finally if we say “you fool”



a.  Basically meaning stupid….




1)  Or blockhead





2)  Really meaning:  you don’t have a brain in your head



b.  Mean spirited





1)  In short your just soaking up oxygen from the rest of us





2)  Taking up space on the planet





3)  We would all be better if you were never born.




c.  A mean spirit is one of the last measures before murder





1)  And carries the judgment of the fires of hell


C.  But particular to these three preludes to murder is the court that is assigned to handle 

      each.


1.  A lower court is assigned anger


2.  “Raca” (Worthless)  is for the Sanhedrin



3.   But, “Fool” is for God’s own judgment



a.  And calling someone a fool comes before murder…..



b.  In short, the Scribes and the Pharisees had come to believe that it was 



     their authority that would make determinations for murder and other 




     sin.




c.  But the reminder here is that there is only one Authority it is God.





1)  In Matthew 16:19 Jesus says to Peter:






19  "I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and 





whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in 





heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall have been 





loosed in heaven."




2)  In other words your only carrying out God’s orders…your not 



                 making them.
III.  More deeply a concern than murder is our personal relationships.
Matthew 5:23-24

23"Therefore if you are presenting your offering at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24  leave your offering there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your offering. 

A.  As Christians we have the wonderful blessing of presenting our sacrifices and gifts 

      before God in worship.


1.  Really it is hard to imagine what could be more important that worship.


B.  But here Jesus warns us of a deeper truth that should precede worship….



1.  If while worshipping God we remember a problem that exists with a 



     brother or sister in Christ. 




a.  i.e. stop worshiping





1)  We are to leave our gift at the altar of God and go and be 




      reconciled 
with our fellow Christian first




2)  It’s not that worship is not important, because the gift is left in 




     the presence of God and it is to be returned to




b.  But the idea at hand seems to be that we should never be willing to run 



    off and leave a brother or sister in Christ.





1)  That is, we shouldn’t give up on each other….writing each 



                 other off


C.  Church sometimes we as Christians but heads with each other.


1.  Sometimes we don’t agree



2.  Sometimes we get frustrated



3.  Sometimes our feelings get hurt



*  But we must push with all urgency to love each other and not give up on each 


    other.

IV.  Just as important is how we handle relationships outside the body of Christ.
Matthew 5:25

25  " Make friends quickly with your opponent at law while you are with him on the way, so that your opponent may not hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the officer, and you be thrown into prison. 26  "Truly I say to you, you will not come out of there until you have paid up the last cent. 

A.  Many times we as Christians can have conflict with the world.

B.  But Jesus points to a deeper spiritual expectation.



1.  God can work through peace even when justice hasn’t been served.



2.  On the other hand, our culture tells us that peace can’t exist until justice is 


     balanced.


C.  But Jesus encourages us to lay down our rights to serve mankind.


1.  Matthew 20:28  “…just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 




            serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”



2.  That is what He did on the cross of Calvary.


D.  If this is true for our relationships with the world are they not true between us as well?



1.  Paul says at the end of 1 Cor chapter 8 that even if he has the right to eat meat, 


     if it causes a brother to stumble he will not eat it. 

Conclusion:

Where have you placed your trust?........Others, Self, or God?

Is your life a continual move toward the deeper things of God?


Does Desire for God motivate your steps?
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