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Choose to love the brethren 
Lesson #18 

 
Scripture:  1 John 4:7  “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone  
       who loves is born of God and knows God.” 
 
Introduction: 
 
 William Gladstone, in announcing the death of Princess Alice to the House of Commons, told a 
touching story. The little daughter of the Princess was seriously ill with diphtheria. The doctors told the 
princess not to kiss her little daughter and endanger her life by breathing the child's breath. Once when the 
child was struggling to breathe, the mother, forgetting herself entirely, took the little one into her arms to 
keep her from choking to death. Rasping and struggling for her life, the child said, "Momma, kiss me!" 
Without thinking of herself the mother tenderly kissed her daughter. She got diphtheria and some days 
thereafter she went to be forever with the Lord. Real love forgets self. Real love knows no danger. Real 
love doesn't count the cost. The Bible says, "Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods 
drown it." 
 
 
 
Transitional Statement: 
 
 The true roots of love can and will move a world. 
 
 
 
Lesson: 
 
I.  The groundwork of the choice 
 
 A.  The church is the core of God’s eternal plan 
 
  Ephesians 1:3-14 
 

3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose 
us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and 
blameless before Him. In love 5  He predestined us to adoption as sons through 
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 6  to the 
praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7  
In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of His grace 8 which He lavished on us. In all wisdom 
and insight 9 He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind 
intention which He purposed in Him 10 with a view to an administration suitable 
to the fullness of the times, that is,  the summing up of all things in Christ, things 
in the heavens and things on the earth. In Him 11  also we have obtained an 
inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all 
things after the counsel of His will, 12 to the end that we who were the first to 
hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory. 13 In Him, you also, after 
listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation — having also 
believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is given 
as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own 
possession, to the praise of His glory.  
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 B.  The church was given life and purpose by the life of Christ 
 
  Acts 20:28 
 
   28 "Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the  
   Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which  
   He purchased with His own blood.  
 
  Luke 19:10 
 
   10  "For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was  
   lost."  
 
 C.  The church is the assembly of the saved 
 
  Hebrews 10:19-25 
 

19 Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place 
by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which He inaugurated 
for us through the veil, that is, His flesh, 21 and since we have  a great 
priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in 
full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil 
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the 
confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; 
24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good 
deeds, 25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day 
drawing near.  

 
  Acts 20:7 
 
   7 On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break  
   bread, Paul began talking to them, intending to leave the next day, and he  
   prolonged his message until midnight. 
 
 D.  The church is God’s only plan, to prepare people for heaven 
 
  Philippians 1:3-11 
 

3  I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always offering prayer 
with joy in my every prayer for you all, 5 in view of your participation in 
the gospel from the first day until now. 6 For I am confident of this very 
thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of 
Christ Jesus. 7  For it is only right for me to feel this way about you all, 
because I have you in my heart, since both in my imprisonment and in the 
defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers of grace with 
me. 8 For God is my witness, how I long for you all with the affection of 
Christ Jesus. 9 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and 
more in real knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may approve 
the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the 
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day of Christ; 11 having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which 
comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.  

 
  Colossians 1:3-8 
 

3  We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying 
always for you, 4  since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love 
which you have for all the saints; 5 because of the hope laid up for you in 
heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel 6 
which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing 
fruit and increasing, even as it has been doing in you also since the day 
you heard of it and understood the grace of God in truth; 7 just as you 
learned it from Epaphras, our beloved fellow bond-servant, who is a 
faithful servant of Christ on our behalf, 8 and he also informed us of your 
love in the Spirit.  

 
 E.  The church is the face of God in a dark world 
 
  Romans 10:13-15 
 

13 for "WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL 
BE SAVED."  
14 How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How 
will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they 
hear without a preacher? 15 How will they preach unless they are sent? 
Just as it is written, "HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE 
WHO BRING GOOD NEWS OF GOOD THINGS!"  

 
II.  Having an understanding of the brethren 
 
 A.  A community of worshipers 
 
  1.  Worshipping in spirit and truth  
 
   John 4:24 “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in  
           spirit and truth.” 
 
 B.  A community of healed 
 
  Matthew 6:14-15  “For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your  
            heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15  "But if you do not  
            forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your  
            transgressions.” 
 
 C.  A community of peacemakers 
 
  Matthew 5:9  “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of  
               God.” 
 
 D.  A community of gifted servants 
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  Romans 12:3-8 
 

3 For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to 
think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to 
have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith. 4 
For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do 
not have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in 
Christ, and individually members one of another. 6 Since we have gifts 
that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise 
them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; 7 
if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; 8 or he who 
exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, 
with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.  

 
  1 Peter 4:10 
 

10  As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one 
another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  

 
 E.  A community of dreamers 
 
  Philippians 3:12-16 
 

12 Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but 
I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of 
by Christ Jesus. 13 Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of 
it yet; but one thing I do:  forgetting what lies behind and reaching 
forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of 
the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let us therefore, as many as 
are perfect, have this attitude; and if in anything you have a different 
attitude, God will reveal that also to you; 16 however, let us keep living by 
that same  standard to which we have attained.  

 
 F.  A community of healthy saints 
 
  Colossians 1:28 
 

28 We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man 
with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ.  

 
 G.  A community of convicted believers 
 
 H.  A community of spirit filled followers 
 
 I.  A community of soul winners. 
 
 J.  A community of end-time hopers 
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III.  Achieve the 3 benchmarks of spirituality 
 
 A.  Love each other as Christ loved us all  
 
  1.  John 13:34 
 
 B.  Be fruit-bearers 
 
  1.  John 15:1-8 
 
 C.  Be united 
 
  1.  John 17:20-21 
 
IV.  Have a day by day love of the brethren 
 
 A.  Pray for each other 
 
 B.  Be in each others lives 
 
 C.  Tell each other the good you see in them 
 
 D.  Encourage each other 
 
 E.  Use your shepherds 
 
 F.  Be genuine 
 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Love never fails 1 Cor 13:8 
 
 


