THE CHURCH JESUS BUILT
CEDARLOO – 19 SEPT 10
A. Introduction
1.  The church that Jesus built is not a denomination!
2. Restoration is not a new concept.  We are familiar with the Restoration movement in America in the late 1700’s and early 1800’s.  But God, from the beginning, sought restoration of his people to himself in their rightful place as His spiritual flock.

3.  After creation, Mankind was living in wonderfully created paradise.  However, they were given some instructions to follow along with “free will”.  They chose not follow those instructions and were removed.  Their sin separated them from God.  From that point on God has sought to restore his created.

4. The first prophesy in Gen 3:15, “He shall bruise you on the head and you shall bruise him on the heel”, is a prophesy of Jesus’ death burial and resurrection in which he conquered death.

B.  Old Testament Prophesy
1. Gen 12: 1-3 (read)

a. This is a prophecy that through Abraham’s seed the savior of the world would come and through HIM (Jesus) God would redeem his people.
2. Isa 2:1-3 (read)

a. The mountain of the house of the Lord will be established as the chief of the mountains.

b. All nations will stream to it.

c. The word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

d. Watch as these things come to past.
3. Dan 2:44
a. Daniel’s interpretation of the king’s dream: four kingdoms – Babylonian, Medo-persian, Greece, and Rome.

b. Vs 44 - And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom, which will never be destroyed.  These kings were the Roman Caesars.  It was during that time that Jesus was born, ministered, died on the cross, and was raised.  Thus establishing His kingdom the church. 
C. The Church Jesus built
1.  Matt 16:13-18 (read)
a. Who were people saying that Jesus was; John the Baptist, etc.  But Jesus wanted to know who his disciples thought he was.
b.  Peter’s confession that Jesus was “The Christ”.
c. Jesus said that He would build, in the future, “His” church.  Not 400 different churches, but “His” church.
D. Pentecost
1. Acts 2

a. This is after the birth, ministry, death, burial, resurrection, and ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ.  He had given the great commission in Matt 28:18-20.
b. Fifteen different nations are gathered to celebrate the Passover.  The apostle Peter, with the eleven, and quotes the prophet Joel.  In these last days…. Vs. 17- The spirit poured out.
c. Vs 23 – predetermined plan….

d. David says of Him….

e. Vs. 36 – Let all the house of Israel know….
f. Vs. 37ff – What shall we do??  Vs 38 - Answer
g. Vs 41- 42 – Added to God’s kingdom – the church.
h. Acts 15:4 – The Group in Jerusalem was called the church.
i. Letters written to the churches.

E. What happened next – A brief history
1. Constantine and the counsel of Nicaea in 325 AD.

2. Pope in 605 AD – Boniface III
3. The Reformation – Rebellion against the Catholic Church.  The churches that came out of this rebellion were denominations because they followed men, ie, Martin Luther, etc.
4. The Restoration movement – Restore the original church that Jesus built.  This church has never died since it was established on the day of Pentecost.

Note: For examples of this see the attached document from Mark Dunagan – Beaverton (Oregon) Church of Christ.
5. What is next?  Restoration never ends.  Each generation has to decide, will I follow scripture or will I follow the world?
F. Finally
1.  Now this brings us down to us.  What will we do with this “Church” that Jesus built?
2. Are you going to embrace this church of Jesus Christ and serve him with all your heart?  Or, are we going to be passive.
3.  Are you going to humble your self before God.  Or, will your spiritual growth be stagnant. 
4. The Lord is calling you today to submit to His will and become part of “His Church”.  Believing in him and be baptized for the remission of your sins, or just asking for the prayers of this congregation of the Lord’s church.
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