THE PLAUSIBLE IMPOSSIBLE

(2 CHRONICLES 33, ACTS 9)

INTRODUCTION

BACK IN THE 1950’S WALT DISNEY BEGAN HIS OWN TELEVISION PROGRAM, WHICH WAS CALLED “DISNEYLAND.” THE SHOW FEATURED UPDATES ON THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE DISNEYLAND THEME PARK, AS WELL AS SHOWING MOVIES AND INTRODUCED NEW CHARACTERS SUCH AS DAVY CROCKETT, SWAMP FOX AND TEXAS JOHN SLAUGHTER. 

MANY OF THE SHOWS CENTERED ON HOW THEY WERE ABLE TO PUT FULL LENGTH ANIMATED PICTURES TOGETHER SUCH AS WHERE THE STORIES COME FROM, HOW THEY SELECT THE MUSIC, AND HOW THEY DO THE ANIMATION. ONE OF THE STORIES TOLD ON THE DISNEYLAND PROGRAM WAS TITLED “THE PLAUSIBLE IMPOSSIBLE.” THIS SHOW TOLD THE TV AUDIENCE HOW THE STUDIO WAS ABLE TO MAKE THE IMPOSSIBLE REALITY IN THEIR ANIMATION PICTURES. HOW THEY WERE ABLE TO MAKE THE CHARACTERS COME TO LIFE. AND HOW THEY MADE INANIMATE OBJECTS, “COME TO LIFE.” 

THIS IDEA OF THE IMPOSSIBLE BEING POSSIBLE IS A FASCINATING ONE. WE AS BELIEVERS READ IN OUR BIBLES OF IMPOSSIBLE THINGS BECOMING PLAUSIBLE THROUGH GOD, SUCH AS GOD’S PARTING OF THE RED SEA TO SAVE MOSES AND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL FROM SLAVERY IN THE BOOK OF EXODUS, ELIJAH’S CALLING DOWN FIRE ON MOUNT CARMEL BEFORE THE FALSE PROPHETS OF BAAL.

AND THEN THERE ARE THE MANY MIRACLES JESUS HIMSELF DID, SUCH AS HEALING THE SICK, RAISING THE DEAD, WALKING ON WATER, AND CALMING THE STORM.

MOST OF YOU KNOW THAT I HAVE BEEN TAKING BIBLE COURSES THROUGH SUNSET. I’VE BEEN STUDYING THE BOOK OF ACTS AND THERE WAS BASICALLY AN ENTIRE CHAPTER ON THE APOSTLES ABILITIES TO DO MIRACLES. I LEARNED THREE THINGS THAT HELP DEFINE WHAT A MIRACLE IS:

A MIRACLE WAS SOMETHING THAT COULD BE OBSERVED WITH ONE’S OWN NATURAL SENSES. A MIRACLE COULD BE SEEN WITH ONE’S EYES AND UNDERSTAND WITH ONE’S MIND WHAT HAD OCCURRED. 

A MIRACLE WAS SOMETHING ACCOMPLISHED BY DIVINE POWER, WITHOUT ANY ADEQUATE EXPLANATION, OR HUMAN OR NATURAL CAUSE. 

AND A MIRACLE WAS SOMETHING THAT DEFIES GOD’S NATURAL LAWS OF NATURE.

THERE ARE SOME PEOPLE WHO BELIEVE THAT MIRACLES HAPPEN EVERYDAY. AND IN SOME WAYS THEY WOULD BE RIGHT. BECAUSE WHILE WE CERTAINLY DON’T SEE THE TYPES OF MIRACLES JESUS AND THE APOSTLES PERFORMED WHEN THEY TOUCHED PEOPLE TO HEAL AND RESTORE THEM, WE DO RECOGNIZE THAT GOD DOES ANSWER OUR PRAYERS.  

I THINK THE MOST TELLING EXAMPLE OF GOD’S PERFORMING MIRACLES TODAY IS IN HIS PLAN OF SALVATION. TALK ABOUT YOUR PLAUSIBLE IMPOSSIBLE SITUATIONS! WHEN YOU CONSIDER THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF MAN SAVING HIMSELF AND A GOD WHO DIDN’T DEMAND THAT SEEMS FAR FETCHED AND IMPOSSIBLE. AND YET WE HAVE THE PERFECT SACRIFICE OF JESUS WHO SHED HIS BLOOD ON BEHALF OF ALL SINNERS, WE KNOW THAT GOD HAS MADE THE IMPOSSIBLE POSSIBLE.

THIS PLAUSIBLE IMPOSSIBLE SITUATION ACTUALLY WAS DISCUSSED BY JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES, ON THE HEALS OF A RICH YOUNG RULER WHO ASKED JESUS HOW HE COULD INHERIT ETERNAL LIFE. JESUS TOLD HIM TO SELL HIS POSSESSIONS AND GIVE IT TO THE POOR AND THEN COME FOLLOW JESUS. AND THE BIBLE SAYS THE RICH MAN WENT AWAY SAD, BECAUSE HE WAS VERY RICH. 

LUKE RECORDS WHAT HAPPENS RIGHT AFTER THIS IN CHAPTER 18: 26-27

Luke 18:26-27

26 Those who heard this asked, "Who then can be saved?" 

27 Jesus replied, "What is impossible with men is possible with God." 

AS BELIEVERS WE KNOW THIS TO BE TRUE, BUT SOME OF US STILL STRUGGLE WITH THE TOTAL TRUTH OF THIS STATEMENT. SOMETIMES BELIEVERS HAVE IN THEIR MINDS THE KINDS OR TYPES OF PEOPLE WHO CAN BE SAVED, AND WE’RE RELUCTANT TO MOVE BEYOND THAT BIAS. 

THIS MORNING I WOULD LIKE US TO TAKE A LOOK AT TWO EXTREME EXAMPLES OF THE PLAUSIBLE IMPOSSIBLE. TWO OF THE LEAST LIKELY PEOPLE WE WOULD DEEM IMPOSSIBLE TO BE SAVED, AND YET THEY WERE. ONE EXAMPLE IS FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT AND THE OTHER FROM THE NEW. MY PRAYER IS THAT YOU WILL BE TOUCHED IN A SPECIAL WAY THIS MORNING BY LOOKING AT THE POWER OF GOD.

THE FIRST EXAMPLE IS FOUND IN 2 CHRONICLES 33. IT’S THE LIFE OF KING MANASSEH. KING MANASSEH BECAME THE KING OF JUDAH FOLLOWING ONE OF THE GODLIEST OF KINGS, HEZEKIAH. BUT WHEREAS HEZEKIAH LIVED A LIFE PLEASING TO THE LORD MANASSEAH DID NOT. LET’S TAKE A LOOK AT HIS LIFE.

2 CHRONICLES 33:1-10

NOT A PLEASANT GUY IS HE? THE TEXT SAYS THAT HE DID EVIL IN THE EYES OF THE LORD. ALL OF THE IDOLS THAT WERE DEMOLISHED BY HIS FATHER HEZEKIAH HE REBUILT. HE EVEN PUT SOME OF THE IDOLS INSIDE THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD. THOSE OF YOU WHO HAVE BEEN COMING TO BIBLE CLASS HAVE LEARNED THAT THE TEMPLE WAS GOD’S DWELLING PLACE AMONG HIS PEOPLE. IT WAS A MOST SACRED AND HOLY PLACE, AND KING MANASSEH DEFILES IT BY PUTTING IDOLS INSIDE GOD’S TEMPLE. TALK ABOUT NO FEAR OF GOD!

IN ADDITION TO THIS, HE SACRIFICES HIS CHILDREN AS A BURNT OFFERING UNTO THESE IDOLS. THIS MAN HAD NO REGARD FOR GOD OR HUMAN LIFE. 

HE PRACTICED WITCHCRAFT AND SORCERY. THE BOOK OF 2 KINGS ADDS THAT KING MANASSEH DID MORE EVIL THAN THE NATIONS THAT LIVED IN THIS LAND BEFORE THE NATION ISRAEL DID. THE PEOPLE THAT ISRAEL DROVE OUT, BECAUSE THEY HAD DONE MUCH EVIL IN THE EYES OF THE LORD, IN ORDER TO LIVE IN THIS LAND THAT GOD GAVE THEM. AND KING MANASSEH’S SINS SURPASSED THOSE NATIONS. 

THE BIBLE ALSO ADDS THAT PROPHETS WERE SENT TO THE PEOPLE AND THE KING BUT THEY PAID NO ATTENTION TO THEM. WE KNOW THROUGH A STUDY OF SCRIPTURES THAT ONE OF THE PROPHETS THAT SPOKE DURING THIS TIME WAS ISAIAH. THE BOOK OF HEBREWS TELLS US IN CHAPTER 11, OF THE DIFFERENT SUFFERINGS THAT THE PROPHETS ENDURED SUCH AS BEATINGS, BEING TORTURED AND IT SAYS BEING SAWED IN HALF. SECULAR TRADITION INDICATES THAT ISAIAH SUFFERED THIS LATTER FATE AT THE HAND OF KING MANASSEH.

SO WHEN WE LOOK AT THE LIFE KING MANASSEH LIVED, OUR MINDS WOULD BELIEVE THAT HE WAS BEYOND BEING SAVED. IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE THAT GOD WOULD OR COULD SAVE A MAN LIKE THAT, RIGHT?

WELL, 2 CHRONICLES ADDS SOMETHING THAT THE WRITER OF 2 KINGS DOES NOT. 

2 CHRONICLES 33: 11-13

SUDDENLY MANASSEH HAD TRAGEDY STRIKE. THE BIBLE SAYS HE WAS TAKEN AWAY WITH A HOOK IN HIS LIP. AND IT WAS HERE THAT THIS WICKED MAN REPENTED AND PRAYED TO GOD. AND WE KNOW THAT THE PRAYER WAS SINCERE BY THE FACT THE GOD WAS MOVED. AND THE SALVATION OF MANASSEH BECAME THE PLAUSIBLE IMPOSSIBLE. LOOK AT THE LIFE HE LIVED AFTER THIS PRAYER.

2 CHRONICLES 33:14-17

MANASSEH TRIED TO UNDO ALL THAT HE HAD PREVIOUSLY DONE. HE WAS VERY NOBLE IN DOING. BUT THERE IS A LESSON FOR ALL OF US WHO WAIT TOO LONG TO TURN TO GOD. WHILE KING MANASSEH DID WHAT HE COULD, HE COULDN’T UNDO ALL OF THE THINGS HE DID. WHEN WE COME TO THE LIFE OF MANASSEH’S GRANDSON, JOSIAH, WE KNOW THAT THE ALTARS THAT MANASSEH BUILT INSIDE THE TEMPLE WERE STILL THERE, AND THAT KING JOSIAH DESTROYED THOSE. BUT WHAT A STORY ABOUT THE LIFE OF A MAN WHO WAS SO WICKED AND YET GOD’S GRACE REACHED EVEN HIM.

GOD’S GRACE DOES REACH SOMETIMES THE LEAST LIKELY OF INDIVIDUALS, AND KING MANASSEH IS NOT THE ONLY EXAMPLE. THE OTHER EXAMPLE IS A MAN WHO BELIEVED IN GOD. IN FACT, HE BELIEVED HE WAS DOING THE WILL OF GOD, AND YET FOUND HIMSELF PERSONALLY FIGHTING AGAINST GOD.

THIS MAN WAS PAUL. WE FIRST GET INTRODUCED TO PAUL, WHO IS ALSO CALLED SAUL, AT THE DEATH OF STEPHEN. ACTS 8:1 INDICATES THAT SAUL WAS THERE GIVING HIS APPROVAL. SAUL WAS SO ADDIMATE AGAINST THOSE WHO CLAIMED TO FOLLOW CHRIST THAT HE GAVE HIS APPROVAL TO THE DEATH OF ANY WHO FOLLOWED.

SAUL REENTERS THE PICTURE IN THE NINTH CHAPTER OF ACTS. FOLLOW ALONG WITH ME.

ACTS 9:1-9

WE SEE SAUL SEEKING TO DO AS MUCH HARM TO THE CHRISTIANS AS HE COULD. VERSE ONE SAYS THAT HE WAS BREATHING OUT MURDEROUS THREATS AGAINST THE LORD’S DISCIPLES. AND HE ASKS FOR AND OBTAINED PERMISSION TO GO OUTSIDE OF JERUSALEM TO DAMASCUS TO SEEK OUT AND FIND ANY BELIEVERS IN ORDER TO BRING THEM BACK TO FACE PUNISHMENT, INCLUDING DEATH IF THAT’S WHAT IT CAME TO. AND ON THIS JOURNEY TO DO THIS, HE SEES A LIGHT WHERE HE MEETS JESUS. IT’S INTERESTING THAT THOSE TRAVELING WITH PAUL COULD HEAR SOUND, BUT COULDN’T SEE ANYTHING. BUT IT IS HEAR THAT JESUS SAYS TO SAUL “WHY DO YOU PERSECUTE ME?”

SAUL’S RESPONSE IS TO SAY, “WHO ARE YOU LORD?” SAUL DIDN’T KNOW IT WAS JESUS, BUT KNEW THAT THIS VISION CAME FROM THE LORD. JESUS TELLS SAUL THAT IT IS HE, AND THAT SAUL HAS BEEN FIGHTING AGAINST THE LORD.

THIS EVENT LEAVES SAUL BLIND FOR THREE DAYS AND HE DIDN’T EAT OR DRINK ANYTHING. MANY PEOPLE HAVE GIVEN THOUGHT AS TO WHAT WAS GOING THROUGH THE MIND OF SAUL THESE THREE DAYS. THE BIBLE DOESN’T SAY. BUT HERE IS A MAN WHO KNEW AND STUDIED THE OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES. HE KNEW AND ANTICIPATED THE COMING OF THE PROMISED MESSIAH, SPOKEN BY THE PROPHETS AND YET REJECTED HIM JUST THE SAME. DID THE WORDS OF STEPHEN HAUNT SAUL’S MIND WHEN STEPHEN ASKED IS THERE ANY PROPHET SENT BY GOD THAT YOUR FOREFATHERS DIDN’T PERSECUTE. WE DON’T KNOW FOR SURE, BUT THIS IS A LIKELY POSSIBILITY. 

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT IS INTERESTING. NOTICE THE REACTION OF THE BELIEVERS TO THIS EVENT.

ACTS 9:10-16

A MAN NAMED ANANIAS IS THE FIRST BELIEVER TO GO TO SAUL AFTER HIS ENCOUNTER WITH THE LORD. WE CAN READILY UNDERSTAND ANANIAS’ RELUCTANCE AT THE LORD’S COMMAND. IT IS A RELUCTANCE THAT MANY OF US HAVE TODAY WHEN IT COMES TO TELLING OTHERS ABOUT JESUS. IN ANANIAS’ CASE, HE FEARED FOR HIS LIFE THOUGH. AND YET IN OBEDIENCE TO THE LORD, HE WENT. 

ACTS 9:17-19A

ANANIAS LAID HIS HANDS ON SAUL AND SAUL’S VISION CAME BACK. AND THEN SAUL, WHO HAD FOR SO LONG BEEN VIOLENTLY CLINGING TO JEWISH TRADITIONS AND RITUALS BECAME A BAPTIZED BELIEVER IN THE LORD JESUS. 

SAUL BECAME THE PLAUSIBLE IMPOSSIBLE. AND WE CAN SEE FURTHER CONFUSION AND FEAR FROM THE BELIEVERS WHO THOUGHT THAT MAYBE SAUL WAS FAKING HIS BELIEF.

ACTS 9:19B-27

THE BIBLE SAYS THAT ALL OF THOSE WHO HEARD SAUL BEGIN PREACHING THE NAME OF JESUS WERE ASTONISHED AND SAID “ISN’T THIS THE MAN WHO CAUSED SO MUCH TROUBLE IN JERUSALEM” PREACHING THE VERY NAME WE SO VICIOUSLY FOUGHT AGAINST? THE BELIEVERS WERE AFRAID OF HIM. BUT BARNABAS, WHOSE NAME MEANS ENCOURAGEMENT, SHOWS THE EXAMPLE OF THE MEANING OF HIS NAME BY STANDING WITH PAUL AND VOUCHING FOR HIS AUTHENTICITY. 

JESUS SAID THAT WITH MAN SALVATION IS IMPOSSIBLE. BUT WITH GOD ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE. IT’S THE PLAUSIBLE IMPOSSIBLE. AND GOD HAS BEEN DOING THIS FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS. 

GOD GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE, GOD GIVES FORGIVENESS TO REPENTANT, GOD GIVES CLEANSING TO THE BAPTIZED, AND GOD CONTINUES TO GIVE GRACE TO THE FAITHFUL. 

INVITATION
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