
 1

Who Will Enter Heaven?  Matthew 7:21-23, October 23rd  

INTRODUCTION 

A.  What is heaven going to be like? Some children gave their answers: 

1.  Eric, age eight, said, "It is a place where there is a lot of money 

lying around. You could just pick it up, play with it, and buy things. I 

think I am going to buy a basketball, and I am going to play 

basketball with my great-great grandmother." 

2.  Scott said, '"Heaven is up in the sky, and you could look down at 

circuses for free if you want to, except you have to ask God for 

permission first." 

3.  David, age seven, said, "Heaven is kind of big and they sit around 

playing harps. I don't know how to play a harp, but I suppose I 

should learn how to play that dumb thing pretty soon." 

4.  Tommy, age seven, said, "I know what heaven is, but I don't want 

to go there I want to go to North Carolina instead." 

5.  I know what heaven is like, because I was there. God makes 

people when He thinks of them, and then they wait to be born. 

Age 4 

6. Grandma's gone to heaven, and she'll be happy there, 

because there's a Dairy Queen everywhere. Right? 

7. Mom, when you die and go to heaven, every time you hear 

Gabriel blow his horn, are you going to look to see if it is me 

coming? Age 5 

8. Sunlight in several hanging prisms was causing rainbows to 

flash across the wall of our Sunday School classroom. 

Observing this, Chris, age 4, whose mother had recently died, 

said, "Know what? My mom's helping God make those 

rainbows!" 
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9.  When Sarah, age 7, heard her grandmother had died, she 

asked, "Did she wear a pretty dress when she met Jesus?" 

10. An exasperated mother, whose son was always getting into 

mischief, finally asked him, "How do you expect to get into 

Heaven?" The boy thought it over and said, "Well, I'll run in and 

out and in and out and keep slamming the door until St. Peter says, 

"For Heaven's sake, Dylan, come in or stay out!” 

B.  Those children have much the same problem as do we - trying to describe 

a place we've never seen and where we've never been.  

1.  Scripture offers scant information about that eternal place. 

a.  Heaven is a place of comfort - Concerning Lazarus, 

Abraham told the rich man, "Son, remember that in your 

lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus 

received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you 

are in agony" (Lk. 16:25). 

b.  Heaven is where God dwells - "Now the dwelling of God is 
with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, 

and God himself will be with them and be their God" (Rev. 
21:3). 

c.  Heaven is a place where all the struggles of this life are 

placed behind us forever - God "will wipe every tear from 
their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or 
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away" 

(Rev. 21:4). 
d.  Heaven is a place indescribable in human language - "I 

know that this man - whether in the body or apart from the 

body I do not know, but God knows - was caught up to 
paradise. Heard inexpressible things, things that man is not 
permitted to tell" (2 Cor. 12:3-4) 
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 2.  We don't have a complete picture of heaven. 
a.  I'm convinced that the reason some things about heaven 

cannot be told is that man couldn't understand them if God 
revealed them to us - We have never experienced a totally 
spiritual place, because we dwell in a land of physical 

realities. 
b.  However, we definitely know enough about heaven to want 

to go there. 

1) Wanting to go to heaven brings up the interesting 
question of: "Who Will Go to Heaven?" 

2) In this morning's text, Jesus tells us who will go to 

heaven; Who will go to heaven? NOT THOSE WHO 
JUST TALK THE TALK & NOT THOSE WHO JUST 
DO GOOD. 

 

NOT THOSE WHO JUST TALK THE TALK, v. 21 

A.  Jesus said, "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in 

heaven." 
B.  Throughout the New Testament, "lord" is a polite address, quite similar to 

our use of the word "sir." 

1.  Speaking of wives' being in submission to their husbands, Peter 
wrote, "They were submissive to their own husbands, like Sarah, 
who obeyed Abraham and called him her master" (1 Pet. 3:5-6). 

a.  The KJV says that Sarah called Abraham "lord" and the 
Greek New Testament has the word "lord," the very same 
term we find in Mt. 7:21. 

b.  I doubt seriously that the NIV is correct when it says that 
Sarah referred to Abraham as her "master"; I think we're 
talking about respect in the context of I Pet 3, so "sir" would 

be much more appropriate. 
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2.  The "Lord, Lord" of this morning's text doesn't mean anything like 
"sir," but it is an acknowledgement of Jesus' deity. 

a.  Throughout the New Testament, "Lord" refers to Jesus' 
deity, his kingship, his being the Son of God. 
1) Only after the Resurrection, the proof that Jesus is the 

Son of God and Lord, did Thomas say, "My Lord and 
my God!" (Jn. 20:28). 

2) Jesus is Lord of all - Peter said to Cornelius and his 

household, "You know the message God sent to the 
people of Israel, telling the good news of peace 
through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all" (Acts 10:36). 

  b.  The designation "Lord" means that Christ is master. 
1) To the Romans, the word could mean "sir," but could 

also have a heightened connotation. 

a) The emperors used the term to refer to their 
sovereignty, to their power. 

b) Undoubtedly, the New Testament uses the 

term in much the same manner to refer to 
Jesus - he is sovereign and has power. Those 
who heard Jesus would certainly have 

understood the term in that manner.  
   2) To the Jews, the word came to mean "God." 

a) Because of the instruction not to take the 

Lord's name in vain, the Jews were afraid to 
utter the divine Name. Therefore, when reading 
from the Hebrew Old Testament, when Jews 

came to the Name Yahweh, they would insert 
adonai, "Lord." 

b) The Jews hearing this sermon would have well 

understood Jesus' claim to be Lord - he's 
claiming to be equal with God, he's claiming to 
be divine. 
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 3.  We are to say, "Lord, Lord," to acknowledge Jesus' deity and  
  sovereignty. 

a) "If you confess with your mouth, 'Jesus is Lord,' and believe 
in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved" (Rom. 10:9). 

b) "If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God 
lives in him and he in God" (1 Jn. 4:15). Saying that Jesus is 
the Son of God is really the same as saying he is Lord. 

 4.  What does Jesus expect when we say to him, "Lord, Lord"? 
a) He expects that we're acknowledging that he is the Master of 

our lives. 

b) He expects that we're acknowledging that we don't have all 
the answers, but he's Lord and he does. 

b) He expects that we're pledging to follow him with our whole 

heart. 
C.  But, words are so cheap, and the Lord knew that. 

1.  Therefore, he says, "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will 

enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my 
Father who is in heaven"' (Mt. 7:21). 
a.  In a very real sense, saying "Lord, Lord" should be enough 

to do the will of the Father, for that's what we're pledging to 
do when we say "Lord, Lord." 

b.  But, how many people have said, "Lord, Lord" but don't do 

the Father's will? 
1) How many people have come before this 

congregation and confessed that Jesus is Lord, were 

baptized into his death, but now live in the world? 
2) How many people have confessed their faith in Christ 

as Lord but are so deep in religious error that they do 

not do the will of God? 
2.  Jesus said that if we want to enter the kingdom of heaven we must 

do the will of his Father who dwells in heaven. 
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a. I find the way Jesus puts this very interesting - Notice that 
Jesus says if we want to enter heaven, we must do the will 

of the God who lives in heaven. 
b. In other words, if we want to go to heaven, we must obey the 

law of heaven. 

c. This morning, are you simply saying, "Lord, Lord" or are you 
obeying the will of God? 

 
NOT THOSE WHO JUST DO GOOD, v. 22 

A.  Many will say to Jesus in that day, "Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 

your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many 
miracles?" 
1.  There is the unmistakable conclusion from this passage that these 

individuals were religious – they performed miraculous acts in the 
name of Christ. 

2.  There is absolutely no reason to see the prophesying, the driving 

out of demons, and the performing of miracles to be of any power 
other than the power of Christ. 
a.  When King Saul was walking immorally, the Spirit of God 

came upon him and his men, and they prophesied (1 Sam. 
19:20-24). 

b.  Paul admitted that he himself could lose his salvation - "I 

beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have 
preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified tor the 
prize" (1 Cor. 9:27). 

B.  From this passage, we see that being religious simply is not enough. 
1.  Think of all the religious people in the New Testament who were 

not doing the will of God. 

  a.  There's Cornelius. 
1) When the angel appeared to him, he said, "Your 

prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a 
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memorial offering before God" (Acts 10:4). 
2) Cornelius was a praying man and a man who cared 

for the poor, but he wasn't fully doing the will of God. 
b.  There's Saul of Tarsus - a man who in his zeal to do the will 

of God was killing Christians. 

c.  There were the Judaizers in Jerusalem who said that if 
Gentiles wanted to come to Christ, they had to obey the Law 
of Moses and submit to circumcision. 

d.  Over in 3 Jn., there's Diotrephes who wanted the prominent 
position in that local church and was causing all sorts of 
problems for John and the traveling missionaries. 

 2.  Why were these religious people unacceptable to Christ? 
a.  It obviously goes back to the previous verse where Jesus 

said the prerequisite to entering heaven was doing the will of 

his heavenly Father. 
b.  But, aren't religious people already doing the will of the 

heavenly Father? 

   1) Oh, that that were the case! 
 2) The cases we've discussed: Cornelius, Saul of 

Tarsus, the Judaizers, and Diotrephes demonstrate that's 

not always the case. 
c.  How many religious individuals do you know who really 

aren't doing the will of God? 

1) What makes this truth so tragic is that so many really, 
really want to do the right thing: Cornelius did, Saul of 
Tarsus did, and I'm certain that many of the Judaizers 

did. 
2) How many people do you know who believe they're in 

Christ and right with God, but when you compare their 

personal history with Scripture, you see that's not the 
case? 

3) How many people do you know who desire to worship 
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God as he wants to be worshiped, but when you 
compare their worship practices with Scripture, you 

see that's not the case? 
C.  Notice that these individuals tell Jesus that they have performed good 

deeds; they have prophesied in the name of Christ, they have cast out 

demons in the name of Christ, and they've performed many miracles in the 
name of Christ. 
1.  Having a resume of good deeds is simply not enough to enter 

heaven: we can share our faith, we can visit the hospitals, and we 
can care for the unfortunate, but not enter heaven. 

2.  Doing a multitude of good deeds isn't going to get us into heaven: 

doing the will of the heavenly Father will get us into heaven. 
 

CONCLUSION 

A.  After many have said, "Lord, Lord" and pointed out their good deeds, 
Jesus will say. "I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!" 

1.  "I never knew you" was a banishment formula used by the rabbis in 
Jesus' day. 
a.  If someone, for example, were a student of a rabbi and 

disobeyed the rabbi's instructions, the rabbi might say, 
"Depart from me, I never knew you." 

b.  This doesn't necessarily mean that the rabbi literally never 

knew who the person was, nor does this mean that the rabbi 
never had any type of relationship with the person. 

  c.  That's significant for this discussion. 

1) Jesus doesn't necessarily mean here that he never 
knew the person.  He doesn't mean that he never had 
a relationship with the person. He very well could 

have. 
2) But, Jesus says, "You're behavior is such that you 

cannot enter heaven. I do not now have a relationship 
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with you." 
   3) Here's the significance of this 

a) We might want to say, "Jesus is referring to 
those who were never Christians; he says, 'I 
never knew you.' He cannot, therefore, be 

referring to us Christians." 
b) Oh, contraire. Jesus isn't just discussing those 

who were never Christians, but he is also 

discussing those who were Christians but 
failed to do the Father's will 

 2.  Notice that the Lord refers to these individuals as "evil doers."' 

  a.  The will of the Lord is perfect and holy. 
b.  Therefore, those who refuse to obey that will must be "evil 

doers." 

B.  What about you? 
1.  Will you stand before the Lord and hear him say, "I never knew you. 

Away from me, you evildoer!" 

 
2.  Will you hear the Lord say, "Well done, good and faithful servant. 

Enter the joy of your Lord"? 


